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COMPOSER’S NOTE:

Through his first six years, I must have read Goodnight Moon to my son a thousand times, maybe
more. Somewhere around reading number 500 I began hearing little musical fragments as I read,
and over time those fragments began to blossom into a simple, sweet lullaby. I knew it was a long
shot, but I asked my manager, Claire Long to contact HarperCollins and see if they would allow the
text to be set to music. To my surprise and delight, they agreed — the first time they had ever allowed
Goodnight Moon to be used in such a way. I composed the piece relatively quickly, originally setting
the text for harp, string orchestra and my son’s mother, soprano Hila Plitmann.

I later arranged Goodnight Moon for soprano and piano. It is now available for SATB choir.

EW (2017)

DURATION

Ca. 5 minutes

TEXT

Goodnight Moon

In the great green room
There was a telephone
And a red balloon
And a picture of
The cow jumping over the moon
And there were three little bears sitting on chairs
And two little kittens
And a pair of mittens
And a little toy house
And a young mouse
And a comb and a brush and a bowl full of mush
And a quiet old lady who was whispering “hush”
Goodnight room
Goodnight moon
Goodnight cow jumping over the moon
Goodnight light
And the red balloon

Goodnight bears
Goodnight chairs
Goodnight kittens
And goodnight mittens
Goodnight clocks
And goodnight socks
Goodnight little house
And goodnight mouse
Goodnight comb
And goodnight brush
Goodnight nobody
Goodnight mush

And goodnight to the old lady whispering
“hush”

Goodnight stars
Goodnight air
Goodnight noises everywhere.

Margaret Wise Brown

Words © Copyright 1947 Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc.
Renewed © 1975 by Roberta Brown Rauch.
Used by permission of HarperCollins Publishers. All rights reserved.
International Copyright Secured.
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